
PRESIDENT'S WORD

Dear members, 

 

    First of all, I would like to thank all the
members who came out to the General
Assembly last February. Your presence
shows that our equestrian community is
interested, active and that the
maintenance of our magnificent trail
network is important to all of us. 

    It is with great pleasure that I am the
president of our club once again. I feel
privileged to work with such a dynamic
and energetic team. The members of the
board have many ideas and are
motivated to bring their ideas to fruition
for the well-being of all the members. 

    Despite these trying times, we are
continuing to work hard for all of you.

Our meetings take place virtually and we
are pursuing various projects started by
the last board members. We are also
actively planning new projects.

   With regards to the negotiations with
the Town, we have transmitted all the
required documents to the members of
the trail committee. We will be able to
meet with them once the pandemic
guidelines allow us to. Bernard Laurin
and I have met in order to discuss what
was established with the prior Council
and to ensure an efficient transition once
negotiations can be continued.

 

 

   We are ready to represent your
interests and we are working diligently
to ensure that the end result will appeal
to both parties.  A huge thank you to
Bernard for his availability and his
devotion to the CEF especially during the
board transition. We truly appreciate
it.    
  I would also like to thank our treasurer,
Julie Tougas, who resigned from the
board. We wish her much success in her
future endeavours. 

  In conclusion, I would like to thank all
the people implicated in our club.

Volunteering is not always easy
nowadays. To   those of you who
volunteer openly or behind the scenes, I
thank you. Whether you open the winter
trails for us, you are a patroller, a
member who gets off your horse to
remove a branch  on trail, or simply
someone who says “hi” to passersby on
foot or horseback; I thank you. 

   Thank you to my colleagues on the
board; it is an honor to work with such
motivated people. Thank you, also, to our
administrative assistant, Chloé Rivet,
who supported the transition from one
board to another and who greeted the
new board members in a professional
fashion.  

  Dear members, remain positive and
follow the guidelines. By respecting
them, we will be able to see each other
on trail shortly.  In the meantime, take
care of yourselves and your families. 

 

Sincerely,               

                        Jocelyne Leduc
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COVID-19 UPDATE

Horses must by fed and given water
Horses must be in a clean environment (stall, water bowl, etc.)

Horses must exercise based on their needs, according to their condition and taking
into account the state of health emergency
Horses must be seen and evaluated at least twice a day
Horses must receive urgent treatment (veterinarian, care, farrier, etc.) 

Equestrian facilities closed until May 4th, for now.

   Boarders and horse owners do not have access to the facilities until May 4th. Only
owners and managers of equestrian facilities as well as their employees are allowed on
the properties. As they are responsible for the care, custody and control of the horses,

managers and employees are to provide the minimum care required. 

 

Minimum care reminder: 

 

Horse transportation is also forbidden (except for urgent matters) and the CEF parking

lot closed.

 

  Given the application of emergency measures, the MAPAQ informs that only cases
deemed to be of extreme necessity are authorized for animal transportation. For
example, transfer to a veterinary centre to receive care or to pick up an animal from a
shelter when the owner or caretaker is no longer able to provide the animal with the
necessary care. So, if you own a horse and would like to change barns, you are not
allowed to transport your horse to the new barn.  The person who is transporting the
animal must have proof attesting to the necessity of the transfer, such as a document
indicating that it is being brought to a specialized veterinary centre or that it is a transfer
of care to or from an animal shelter. See point # 5: 

 

 

 

 

   

Recommendations from the Quebec order of veterinarians: 

Recommendations from the Quebec blacksmiths association: 

   As a consequence, as horse transportation is currently forbidden, the CEF parking lot
remains closed until further notice. Since transporting horses to have access to the trails
is not an extreme necessity, we cannot authorize access to our parking lots, and we
invite our members to respect the MAPAQ's rules.

Here are the recommendations of the organizations that we use :

 

   Cheval Quebec informed us that all shows up to June 1st are cancelled. The situation
will be reassessed for shows scheduled after this date. 

https://www.quebec.ca/sante/problemes-de-sante/a-z/coronavirus-2019/reponses-questions-coronavirus-covid19/questions-et-reponses-sur-les-commerces-les-lieux-publics-et-les-services-dans-le-contexte-de-la-covid-19/#c52693
https://www.omvq.qc.ca/l-ordre/nouvelles-et-evenements/2368-avis-coronavirus-effets-sur-les-services-veterinaires.html
https://www.facebook.com/amfq.org/posts/2711746282276425


   What is the CEF doing in the

meantime?

 

  The CEF board of Directors is monitoring
the COVID situation closely and is in
contact with Cheval Quebec. Cheval
Quebec follows instructions coming from
the Quebec Government and the MAPAQ,

and confirms that the reopening of
equestrian facilities will depend on the
Government’s decision. Cheval Quebec
mentioned to us that they are working
closely with Equine Canada and the
MAPAQ. As well, the Cheval Quebec
Industry Committee is meeting on a
regular basis. The CEF board of Directors
will keep you informed as the situation
evolves. Please do not hesitate to contact
us should you have any question. 

   

   This situation is exceptional and is not
easy for any of us. We too, at least some of
us, have lost access to our horses. We miss
them, like you miss yours. On the other
hand, we have to acknowledge the
extraordinary efforts deployed by barn
owners and their devoted staff who are
taking care of our horses while we cannot
be there, and are working long days to
make up for our absence. So, please join us
in thanking and encouraging the people
who are taking care of your horse since the
beginning of the COVID crisis.

 

Good luck everyone!

 

Hoping   we all go back to our horses and
trail rides soon.

   Last minute:   April 22, Cheval

Quebec informs that they are

preparing the resumption of

equestrian activities! 

 

 Cheval Quebec is working to prepare for
the gradual resumption of equestrian
activities in Quebec by increasing
exchanges with the Ministry of Agriculture,

Fisheries and Food (MAPAQ), the National
Institute of Public Health of Quebec
(INSPQ), the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education (MÉE), Sports Quebec
and Equine Canada.

  Concretely, they are preparing the return
of equestrian activities in the stables, by
the controlled access of boarders-owners
of horses and other non-owner customers,

and this, by respecting the governmental
directives established by region. It is
essential to understand that the
implementation of this recovery will only
be formalized by the Premier of Quebec,

and this, according to the directives of the
National Directorate of Public Health.This
week, Cheval Quebec provided the MEES
with information allowing them to assess
the feasibility of resuming activities, taking
into account the criteria announced by the
Quebec government. It is clear to Cheval
Quebec that the equestrian environment
easily lends itself to resuming activities by
respecting the instructions for distance,

hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette. 

In addition, Cheval Québec has developed
a guide for managers of equestrian
establishments to help them prepare for
the resumption of activities and a
biosecurity protocol to identify how public
health instructions can be applied in their
facilities.

 

Cheval Québec

https://www.facebook.com/chevalquebec/


VICE-PRESIDENT'S WORD

  It has been a rough start to the season for
us all. Many of you are worried about not
being able to check on your horses, exercise
them and continue to provide for their
board during this pandemic. Let us hope
that soon it will be decreed safe to go back
to our barns. We have added a few new
activities to our 2020 roster beyond the ones
already prepared by our activities director,
to give our members the opportunity to get
to know each other better. An opening
season BBQ was planned for May and
remains on hold.   Hopefully, we will be able
to organize some of the   activities later this
summer or fall.   
 

  I want to thank all the members who have
renewed their memberships and ask those
who have not, to do so. The CEF receives
90% of its revenues from membership fees.

The membership helps to maintain the trails
year round, pays for the member’s insurance
as well as the maintenance and insurance
fees of our machinery. The bulk of our
expenses goes towards fixed costs that we
are obliged to cover annually. More
importantly, it gives our members one of the
best insurance coverages for
noncompetitive equestrian activities.

Members are covered by a 5 million dollars
liability insurance, protecting you in case 

you or your horse cause material or physical
injury to others. If you are member of Cheval
Quebec as well, you are also covered for
personal injury.

MAINTENANCE UPDATE

   In addition to the numerous hours
dedicated to the snow removal of
our trails this winter, our trail
maintenance director is actually
doing some research to find
effective and safe machinery to
keep maintaining our beautiful
trails. He is always ready to welcome
new volunteers to cut tree branches
that can obstruct a rider’s safe
passing. A group cleaning day
followed by a pizza lunch is on the
agenda for the CEF when the
confinement is over ! Take note that
the maintenance of the trails is on
hold due to the Covid-19 virus
because we cannot form groups and
it is not safe to go out alone with
the machinery.



PATROL UPDATE

   The dynamic team of CEF patrollers
have been very busy over the last few
months! First of all, 10 patrollers were
present for the annual Sleigh ride,

which was a huge success. The group
rose to the occasion and were present
on foot, in sleighs and on horseback. In
addition, a Patroller breakfast took
place where we had a great time
catching up and we established our
plan for the next year. A Patroller
Facebook page was launched and an
Emergency Group Text was created in
order to deal with situations quickly
and efficiently. Since the outbreak of
COVID-19 our time “out of the saddle”

has been used to update signs, clean
certain trails and work on having our
Patroller vests printed with the words
“PATROL/PATROUILLE”. A document has
also been created in order to keep track
of Patroller interventions over the next
year. Finally, our latest project is to
create a digital version of the trail map.

It is something that we will hopefully be
able to show you in the near future! All
in all, once everyone can get in the
saddle again, the trails and the
Patrollers will be ready to welcome you
all back!

ACTIVITIES UPDATE

   The sleigh ride that took place on
Saturday, February 29th, 2020, was
a huge success! The high
participation level was truly
heartwarming!  In order to respect
the guidelines imposed on us by the
government regarding the
cancellation of festivals and
sporting events until August 31st,
2020, and in order to respect the
public health officials as well as the
2 meter social distancing
requirements, unfortunately there
will not be any activities organized
by the CEF this summer. We will,
however, keep an eye on any
upcoming developments.

Regardless, we do still feel that it is
important to celebrate our club’s
30th anniversary. Our director of
activities is working diligently on a
project for our members which
should be divulged in the next few
months.



GOOD NEWS!

   A final word to say that despite
these difficult times, there is always
a little ray of sunshine. 

Here is little Horacio, born April 1st,
2020. His proud owner, Lise
Bouchard from Saint-Lazare, is
thrilled with his arrival. 
 

                  Congratulations!


